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- Complete Range of of] NEW Products 
| BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 


LASER TONER CARTRIDGES 


Complete Dismantle And Reassembly 


Replacement Drum 
Guaranteed 10 Refills 


Savings of approx 40 % 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL SUPPLIERS 
AUSTRALIA WIDE 008 077347 
FAX (07) 856 4949 PHONE (07) 856 4355 


8 WEBSTER ROAD STAFFORD QLD 4053 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT: Keith Antoine 
Ph. (07) 3300-2161 
SECRETARY: Barry Benyon 
Fax or Ph. (07) 3290-1521 
TREASURER: Bob Baxter 
Ph. (07) 3264-3702 
LIBRARIANS: Ron & Warren Blake 


Ph. (07) 3287-1790 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Williams 
Ph. (07) 3801-1020 


C-64/128 CONTACT: Doreen Horne 
Ph. (07) 3398-7441 


B. B. S.s 
We have two BBSs available for 
C.C.U.G.Q. members:- 


SideCar Express BBS ... 3 lines 

(075) 463 252 ... local call from GoldCoast 

& Southern Brisbane Areas 
Brendan Pratt 

Voice: Ph. (075) 463-317 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/463.0 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/463.0 


SYSOP: 


WindDragon Inn BBS ... 3 lines 

(07)300 6357; (07)300 6356; (07)300 5569 

SYSOP: Keith Antoine 
Voice: Ph. 3300-2161 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/562 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/556 

These two BBSs are available at speeds of 

300 - 28,800 baud. 


Mailing Address: 
The Secretary 
C.C.U.G.Q. Inc. 
P.O. Box 274 
SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 


Commercial Advertising Rate: 
$40.00 per full page, per issue 
$25.00 per half page, per issue 

This rate is for camera-ready A-5 pages. 


Opinions expressed in CURSOR articles are 
those of the Author(s), and not necessarily 
those of the C.C.U.G.Q. or the Editor. 
Permission for reprinting by other Users 
Groups is granted, provided that both the 
source and author are acknowledged. 
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The next meeting will be held on 
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Well I hope everyone had a good 
Christmas and New Years break, 
ready for another 12 months of 
>Good Luck’ that all the committee 
wish you and yours. 


The news is sparse as far as we in 
Australia are concerned with the 
Amiga. A new agent has been 
appointed but no official 
announcement has been made as of 
the time of writing, but it would 
appear that the European market is 
enjoying good sales. I am also led to 
believe that not a few developers 
have been offsided by Amiga Tech, 
shades of Commodore, when are 
they going to realise thats its the 
developers that keep the machines 


alive. 


When I took on this position as 
President last August, I did it ona 
*name only’ basis, as no-one else 
would step forward. I find myself, 
today, struggling to put out these 
articles as I have lost touch with the 
Amiga scene, plus I am very busy 
re-structuring the whole of the 
BBS/Internet and trying to get 
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paying members so as I can expand 
the line capacity. I am contemplating 
resignation but ask the membership 
for feedback, as to the consequences 
of such an act, and is anyone willing 
to do the job. 


I will not be standing after this 
again, and as my interest has waned 
I tend to forget the meeting dates, as 
I have more important (to me) things 
to do. 


Keith Antoinsees@?@ 


wd 
"E98 Foye 





The BBS has enlarged to the extent 
that it needs restructuring, and the 


AdeptXBBS software is not as good 
as I first thought. 


We now have some 25-30,000 files 
online and they will grow to a max 
capacity of some 60,000, this 
represents 9 gigabytes including 
news and echoes. There are some 8 
CD-Roms online, all IBM style I am 
afraid but there is some | gig of 
Amiga files and another 1 gig 
available for request. 


Continued on page 6 
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* 32 BIT POWER 

* 16.8 MILLION COLOUR PALETTE 
* PLAYS MUSIC CD’S 

* 256K MAX COLOURS ON SCREEN 
* 2MB RAM 

* MANY TITLES 

* LATEST RELEASES 


SPECIAL 
CONCESSIONS TO 
CCUGQ MEMBERS 
ON PRODUCTION 

MEMBERSHIP CARD 


SPECIALISING IN AMIGA 
MODIFICATIONS & REPAIRS 


Computers - Disk Drives - Monitors 


* NOW AT THE ONE ADDRESS * 


TECHNICIANS 
Anthony Bamberry & Bradley Jesse 
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used for the full 24 bit graphics 
capability and bio-directional 
communications. 


There is quite a lot of new software 
coming through, so the Amiga is 
still well supported. You will also 
find that we have most of the 
interesting news areas online for 
offline d/l, but the Amiganet seems 
to have taken a bit of a beating and 
there is a definite drop in the mail 
flow, to what it was 12 months ago. 
Well I’m must get back to work. 


Keithe sore 


The Cover Story 








Please always refer to the latest 
CURSOR for information on the next 
meeting as the following plans are 
always subject to change. 


lttagessses 


Demonstration of Real 3D by Jasen | #. 
Martin and Ben Fletcher. 
@s0°@ 


BBS News continued from page 
Whereas I have the Amiga files on a a 
the OS2 machine they will more than Se ae 


, a 
swapped over to the Linux inhi oot 
a pole = BBS, as Amiga The cover picture this month come 


hi nicate with that | {om my CD-Rom of GIF pictures 
BRS joa called GIFS GALORE. It is a file 


called "BergenO1.gif" and seems to 


The new BBS software is not usable | be an illustration from a Science 
by Amigas for it is a client/server | Fiction magazine story. 
with a special terminal that has to be | @d O° @ 
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EDITORIAL 


by Mike Williams 


Well, the Christmas Season has now 
been and gone for another year. I 
hope you all had a wonderfu] break 


and that your 1996 has started off on 
the nght foot. 


An interesting thing came to light 
recently. Like a lot of people who 
don’t believe all the advertising hype 
that manufacturers and retailers 
would like you swallow, I subscribe 
to the Australian Consumers’ 
Association and receive their 
monthly magazine "Choice". This 
publication tests lots of different 
products, from safety pins to 
refrigerators and compares different 
manufacturors products, giving an 
unbiased view of the advantages and 
disadvantages of each product. 
Unlike magazines or newspapers, 
this association does not take 
advertising from any manufacturer 
or retailer and so there is no conflict 
of interest when they report on a 
product. They purchase all the 
products they test anonymously, 
give them thorough and 
comprehensive tests and report what 
they find without fear or favour. 


that what they report is rational, 
without exaggeration and as close to 
the truth as you are going to see. 


So, I was intrigued when I saw in 
their January 1996 edition of the 
"Choice" magazine, a review of 
Windows 95. 


Now, they haven’t done a direct 
comparison between Windows 95 
and the Amiga or Macintosh 
Operating Systems; it is more of a 
comparison with Windows 3.11. 
However they did mention the 
Amiga in passing a number of times, 
and always to the credit of the 
Amiga ... such as: 

"Users of other types of computer, 
such as Macintosh and Amiga, 
already have access to many of the 
features found in Windows 95." 
And, as you know, the Amiga has 
had it for the past 10 years. 


On the subject of advantages of the 
Windows 95 system it talks about 
multitasking and goes on to say: 
‘Multitalking - the ability to run more 
than one program at the same time - 
works better than it did on earlier 
versions of Windows, but still not as 
well as it does on other types of 
computer. For example, the Amiga 
1200 (which isn’t PC-based) can 
multitask well with only 4 Mb of 
memory, while Windows 95 requires 
a minimum of 8 Mb to be able to do 
anything useful." 

Even this is being kind to the PC, 
because the Amiga 1200 only needs 


I mention all this to highlight the fact | 2 Mb of memory, not 4 Mb. And my 
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old Amiga 1000 did it using only 
256 Kb (or 4% Mb) which is 32 times 
less memory than the IBM needs to 
multitask. 


Speaking of multitasking, did you 
know that trying to multitask while 
using Windows 95 and Microsoft’s 
own network (called MSN) on your 
modem will "hang" the system, even 
when using a Pentium-based 
machine with 32 Mb of memory. 


Another interesting fact they report 
about Windows 95 is that: 

"Windows 985 is available on both 
CD-ROM and floppy disk. The disk 
version takes much longer to install 
(sometimes more than two hours), 
compared to around 25 minutes for 
the CD-ROM version. Expect to 
spend more time if you run into any 
problems." 

That is an unbelievable amount of 
time, just to install an operating 
system. And to think I used to 
complain about my Amiga 1000 
taking 14% minutes to load 
Workbench 10 years ago! 


Another problem they report with 
Windows 95 is the need for lots of 
hard disk space: 

"Windows 95 also takes up a /ot of 
space on your hard disk - around 35 
Mb for the full program (50 Mb 
during installation). If you have a 
hard disk of less than 200 Mb you'll 
find it limiting. We suggest you 
consider upgrading to a 540 Mb 
model." 
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Compare this to the Amiga which 
needs no hard disk space (it can run 
from a floppy) or uses only about 3 
Mb if you choose to use a hard disk. 


And what about all the hidden costs 
of changing over to Windows 95. 
Choice reports: 

"While the purchase price of 
Windows 95 is around $159, yoy 
might also need to spend a lot more 
upgrading your computer to run j¢ 
properly. 


Windows 95 $159 
Microsoft Office upgrade $399 
Additional 4 Mb memory $300 
540 Mb hard disk $400 


New 486 processor & board $309" 
That's could be another $1,558, just 
to upgrade to an operating system 
similar to what the Amiga has 
already had for the past 10 years, 


The final sentance in the whole 3 
page article probably sums up their 
unbiased opinion of Windows 95: 

"If you have another type of 
computer, (such as an Amiga, Acorn 
or Mac), and youre happy with jg 

don't worry about Windows 95." —” 


I hope that this article, and m 
reporting of it, will help to dispel the 
fears of some of our members who 
could be considering converting to 
the PC and Windows 95. 


Mike 


Mike Williams - Editor @3 © 2? @ 
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This column aims to give the reader 
a quick overview of some of the 
more interesting articles or reviews 
seen in the latest Amiga magazines. 
All of these magazines (and more) 
are available for borrowing from our 
Librarian at our Main Meeting held 
on the first Tuesday of the month, or 
from the Workshop Meeting held on 
the 2nd Sunday of the month. 


AMIGA MAGAZINE 

-October 1995 

Here is the best $10-50 you will ever 
spend on a magazine. This issue has 
two coverdisks with the following 
programs: 

1. PageStream 2.22. One cover-disk 
unpacks to two full floppy disks and 
contains the actual program I am 
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now using to create this newsletter ... 
everything you see in the Cursor is 
produced using PageStream 2.22. 

(I purchased my US Version 2.21 
for $290 and have now upgraded it 
to the UK Version 2.22 from this 
magazine). This cover-disk contains 
all files except the dictionary, some 
import/export modules and printer 
drivers. These extra files are on the 
cover-disk for the next (November) 
issue. Of course, you don’t get the 
240 page manual which came with 
the original program but SoftLogic 
offer a manual & 45 more fonts for 
£25 (A$60 approx.) and that price 
includes postage/packing to 
Australia! So, for about A$70 you 
can get what I paid $290 for ... hows 
that for a bargain! 

2. Fears a new 3-level demo of this 
commercial shoot-em-up is on the 
second cover-disk together with ... 

3. Citadel a Doom-style action game 
for the A500. 

4. ICS Multimedia Station is an 
expansion tower case for the A1200 
which also allows access to PC style 
IDE CD-ROMs or hard drives (up to 
four of them) and costs only £90 
(A$210 approx). 

5. Desktop Publishing is a five- 
page tutorial on using Pagestream 
2.2, so you can get the basics while 
waiting for your manual to come 
from SoftLogic. 

6. Storage Solutions is a 
comparison of all the differing types 
of removable media drives from the 
humble double-density 880k floppy 
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drive to the 1.3g1g MO-Miga. 

7. Real 3D Version3 is tested here 
and comes up trumps with new 
features such as Lens flare, 
rendering 2 to 10 times faster, JPEG 
input/output and an in-built 
programming language. 


AMIGA MAGAZINE 

-November 1995 

This magazine now comes in two 
versions: (a) with two floppy disks 
for $10.50 or (b) with a CD-ROM 
(in a jewel case) for $12-95. The CD 
contains about 450mb of files 
including everything that’s on the 
two floppies. 

1. Aminet 7 The CD-ROM contains 
most of Aminet 7 (all except the 
PPaint and PPrint files). The CD- 
ROM itself is even titled Aminet 7. 
Seeing Aminet 7 sells for about $30, 
this is a real bonus to get it ona 
cover CD-ROM. 

2. AudioMaster IV is included in 
the coverdisk (or CD) and is a 
professional stereo sound sampling 
and editing program. 

3. Virtual Karting is also on the 
coverdisk and is a 25 frames-per- 

second go-kart race. 

4, CD-ROMS and your Amiga is 

an feature article all about how to 

connect this mass-storage device to 

your Amiga, be it the A500 or the 

new A4000-060 (or anything 

inbetween). 

5. Cinema 4D is a new 3D rendering 

package and is reviewed and 

compared to Imagine, Real 3D and 
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LightWave. Its 92% rating speaks 
well for its performance. 

6. ShapeShifter, reviewed here, is a 
shareware Macintosh software 
emulator that runs all Macintosh 
software, including Quark Express at 
a similar speed to the real thing. 

7. Final Writer 4 is reviewed and 
comes up with a creditable 94% 
rating. It is, of course, a quality 
Amiga Wordprocessor which also 
has some DTP ability. 


AUSTRALIAN AMIGA REVIEW 
Nov/December 1995 

(Note this magazine has changed its 
name from Australian Commodore 
and Amiga Review (ACAR) by 
dropping the "Commodore" Part 

just like our club may be doing.) 
1. Personal Suite is a new Cp. 
ROM put out by Cloanto ang 
contains three of their Products 

namely Personal Paint V6.4. 
Personal Write V4.1, and Persona] 
Fonts Maker V1.2 and V2.9 

together with Superbase Personal] 4 
It also contains various utilities. 
heaps of animations including al] of 
Jim Sach’s and Eric Schwartz’s 
collections and also 27 Kara fonts, 
All this for a measly $99. 

2. Pagestream 3.0h is reviewed 
under the caption "Faster, but not 
finished". Even Andrew Farrell 
questions "Is it good enough yet?". 

3. MouselJoystick switcher by 
Alfa Data is reviewed and comes 
with a R.R.P. of $29.95. I can agree 


Continued on page 12 
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What's In The Mags continued from page 10 


with the good rap they give it as I 
have had this switcher for over a 
year now and it has never missed a 
beat. I use it to switch between two 
mice in port 1, so that my wife does 
not wear out my good mouse on her 
"Solitaire Royale" card game she 
plays for 2 hours a day. 

4. Term 4.5 is reviewed . This is the 
latest version of Olaf Barthel’s 
terminal program for use with 
modems, BBSs etc. Best of all is its 
price ... $nil ! Itis "giftware" and so 
you don’t have to send any money 
unless you want to. Regular users of 
programs such as this, however, 
should be honour-bound to support 
the author with a gift or donation. 


AMIGA COMPUTING 

- October 1995 

There are two coverdisks in this 
issue containing: 

1. DFA V2.25 by Dirk Federlein is a 
shareware Address Book program 
with a nice user interface. 

2. Epoch Voyager by Jack Pritchard 
is a fully-featured Personal 
Information Manager, containing a 
Diary, a Daily Planner, a Calendar 
and two separate Address Books. 

3. Play16 is a program to allow you 
to play sounds and songs in lots of 
different formats including IFF- 
8SVX, Wave, Voice, Sun Audio, 
Maud, AIFF, Raw etc. etc. 

4. A comparison review between 
two 6X-speed CD-ROM drives, the 
NEC 6Xi and the Plextor PX43cx 
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5. Speaker’s Corner reports on 
eight different sets of computer 
speaker ranging in price from £40 
(A$100) to £185 (A$460). 

6. Panasonic PD is a new 4X-speed 
CD-ROM drive that combines a 
standard quad-speed CD-ROM 
reader with a 664mb magneto- 
optical read/write drive in the same 
cabinet. The price of £570 (A$ 1400) 
and £50 (A$120) for the CDs is not 
too bad either. 


AMIGA SHOPPER 

- September 1995 

There are two coverdisks in this 
issue containing: 

1. ProText 4.3 a commercial] 
WordProcessor program requiring 
very little memory, and just perfect 
for minimum system A50OQQs or 
A600s. There is also a special offer 
to purchase the full Protext manua] 
for £15 (about A$35) or upgrade to 
Version 6.61 for £49 (about A$120). 

2. ImageStudio 2.11 is also 
included on the coverdisk and is a 
shareware graphic image Processing 
package. 

3, dDBase 6.84 is another shareware 
database program included on the 
coverdisk and includes extensive 
instructions on the disk in the form 
of an AmigaGuide file. 

4. MagnifiCAD is also on the 
Coverdisk and is a brand new 
Computer Aided Design program 

similar to Digita’s CAD program. 


@d0o°?@ 
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AUMIGA — 
Public Domain Disks 
17-Bit Disks 
2301 = 2824 


After an absence of over 12 months, 
the 17-Bit Disks are back ! Get your 
copy at the Workshop meeting. 

Please Note: The descriptions given 
below are by the 17-Bit Crew and 
are NOT the comments of the PD 
Librarians or the Cursor Editor. 


#2801 - GNU CHESS (KS2+) 
There aren’t many chess games 
knocking around in PD and this is 
certainly one of the best. Designed 
for WB 2 you can play against the 
computer or another person or just 
watch the computer play against 
itself. Source Code included. 


#2802 - PHOTOGRAPHY - THE 
DARK ROOM 

Think you’re a bit of a Lord 
Lichfield, eh? Well with this disk it 
shows exactly how to get the best 
results from your old 5 quid Kodak. 
Only 2 stages are present on this disk 
but if you send off for the registered 
version you will get a two disk set 
covering everything you could 
possibly think of to do with 
photography. Illustrations and 
digitized piccies are included. 
** SHAREWARE** 
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#2803 - BEETLE 

An EXCELLENT platform game for 
young kids and old gits as well. You 
play the role of Beetle and have to 
go negotiate your way around the 
garden, picking up the worms and 
vegetables and avoiding the nasty 
axes, fire and water. When you’ve 
collected everything you then 
teleport to the next level. The good 
thing about this is that the levels 
change each time you play. 
BRILLIANT. **SHAREWARE** 


#2804 - KENS CHRISTMAS 
CLIPART 

Yes folks, this brings you a disk of 
festive frivolous clipart. If you’re 
looking for small detailed stuff then 
you can forget this. Nearly all of the 
clips are massive 2 screens high jobs 
covering everything in common with 
the season of goodwill. 


#2805 - IMAGINE TEXTURE 
MAPS 

This disk contains 36 320x200 JPEG 
Stone texture maps for any rendering 
package. They will work fine with 
the coverdisk version of Imagine. 


#2806 - IMAGINE BITS & BATS 

This disk contains 11 320x200 JPEG 
wood texture maps for any rendering 
package. They will work fine with 
the coverdisk version of Imagine. 
The disk also contains a full 1600 
line manual on using Imagine 
properly and also a 1.24 MB object 


Continued on page 15 
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17-Bit Disks continued from page 13 


of the Starship Enterprise which 
requires 11 MB ram to render! 


#2807 - IMAGINE OBJECTS 
This disk contains around 6 objects 
to render in Imagine including 
Surfboards, Shark, Sandal, Stingray 
& others. Also on here are 2 Starship 
Enterprise objects for Real 3D V2.0 


#2808 - IMAGINE OBJECTS 
Only 2 very large objects on here for 
Imagine. A 57 Chevrolet car and 
some Robots. They work fine with 
the coverdisk version of Imagine. 


#2809 - IMAGINE OBJECTS 

This disk contains a full index with 
pictures of all the Imagine textures 
disks and also 5 more objects to use 
with Imagine including Violin Case, 
Tommy Gun & Lamp with others. 


#2810A - HOLODECK 
SLIDESHOW (AGA MACHINES 
ONLY) 

From the makers of The Final 
Frontier Disk Mag comes this 
amazing collection of Real 3D 
rendered objects all to do with Star 
Trek stuff. Enterprise and whatever 


else you'd associate with the cult 
series 1s here. 


#2810B - HOLODECK 
SLIDESHOW (AGA MACHINES 
ONLY) 

Disk 2 of HOLODECK 
SLIDESHOW 
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#2811 - NEMESIS 
Another superb, colourful and quite 
clever version of Othello/Reversj. 
You know the game. If ya like it buy 
it. If ya don’t, don’t. 


#2812A - DOCTOR WHO: THE 
SIXTIES 

All you will ever need to know about 
Dr Who 


#2812B - DOCTOR WHO : THE 
SIXTIES | 

Disk 2 of DOCTOR WHO : THE 
SIXTIES 


#2813 - DIOLVE CROSSWORD 
A crossword solver for all you 
anagram addicts. 


#2814 - PROFESSIONAL BINGO 
A bingo caller. <Well, what did you 
expect?> 


#2815 - REORG V3.11 

The best optimizing PD program 
there is. Supports hard and floppy 
drives. If you cant afford QBT then 
this will speed up all your disks by 
REORG(anizing) them. Excellent 
stuff. 


#2816 - SFX SERIES #1 

A 5 disk extravaganza of sound 
effects for anyone contemplating 
making animations, or DTV work. 
Hundreds of effects ranging from 
animals, transport, movies, and 
stacks of other stuff. 
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#2817 - SFX SERIES #2 
See 2816 for details. 


#2818 - SFX SERIES #3 
See 2816 for details. 


#2819 - SFX SERIES #4 
See 2816 for details. 


#2820 - SFX SERIES #5 
See 2816 for details. 


#2821 - IMAGINE OBJECTS 
This disk contains 29 320x200 JPEG 
miscellaneous and 10 organic texture 
maps for use with any rendering 
packages. They will work fine with 
the coverdisk version of Imagine. 


#2822 - IMAGINE OBJECTS 
This disk contains 37 320X200 
JPEG stone texture maps for use 
with any rendering packages. They 
will work fine with the coverdisk 
version of Imagine. 


#2823 - NO SAMPLER UTILS 


VOL.2 
Various music and sample utilities. 


#2824 - AMY PD REVIEW #5 

All the way from the land of OZ 
comes this mini mag reviewing the 
latest (?) of what’s new on the PD 
scene. A good source of information 
for you new users out there if you 
find our cat disks a bit much to 


swallow. 
@do°®@ 
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20 Years is a long time especially in 
the computer industry. With the 
Amiga finally looking to get back on 
it’s feet I feel now is a good time to 
reflect how far personal computing 
has come. 


Back in 1976 Commodore were 
manufacturing calculators and 
selling them through an agent in 
Australia. You could buy a 
Commodore SR4148R 14 digit 
scientific calculator for $59.50. 


As far as I can recall the earliest 
form of boxed computer handled in 
Australia (similar in size to the 
present desktop case) was a Tange 
manufactured in the USA by Mits 
Altair, and in Australia by WHK 
Electronics of Melbourne. 


In 1976 there were basically two 
models, a model Altair 8800 and a 
model Altair 680. The Altair 680 
was powered by a Motorola 680 
CPU. Yes, that’s right, the 6800 and 
the 68000 were still to come. With a 
clock speed of .5 Mhz this was no 
Ferrari, however it was early days. 


For $718.75 you received a self 
contained desktop computer 
complete with 1K of memory and a 
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RS§232 serial port. I say self 
contained because in those days the 
base computer contained all 
Processing functions and Input/ 
Output devices needed to perform 
Calculations. 


The Input and Output devices were 
not very user friendly, being front 
Panel-mounted LED’s and toggle 
Switches used for program entry and 
for program output. The base 
computer could be expanded and 
some of the options are listed below. 


Terminal with Audio Cassette Tape 


(for saving programs) — $ 120.50 

Line Printer $2731.25 
Teletype Printer and 
Keyboard $1725.00 


1K Static Memory Board $ 185.00 
16K Static Memory Board $1086.79 
Disk Drive Controller and First 
Drive (that’s 8 inch 300K) $2277.00 
Audio Cassette Interface $224.25 
4K Basic Language $ 172.50 
8K Basic Language $ 230.00 


As you can see, computing in the 
early days was a very expensive 
exercise. Many base computers were 
Sold with the buyers happy to enter 
their programs through the front 
Panel switches and viewing the 
Output on the front panel LEDs. It 
was only the well-heeled who could 
afford a Keyboard or a VDU display, 


memory expansion board, having a 
maximum capacity of 1K and selling 
for $184.00. The cheapest way of 
expanding memory was to purchase 
a 4K Dynamic Memory board for 
$339.25. If you were short of funds, 
you could buy this board populated 
with 1K and expand it later to 4K. 


Programs for your new computer 
ranged from a Memory Test 
program of 40 bytes for $3.45, toa 
Luna Lander Simulation 
programmed in 21 lines of basic, 
which also sold for $3.45. No 
graphics in those days; output was 
all text based. For those of you old 
enough to remember the game of 
Life, this game sold for $74.75. 


You could also purchase programs 
to print pictures on your teletype. As 
all pictures were text based, they 
were made up of ASCII characters. 
How about the Red Baron for 
$28.75, or if you were really 
adventurous, a nude girl for $40.25. 
Many of these pictures were really 
ingenious 1n the way they were made 
up using ASCil. Iam sure many of 
you have seen such pictures printed 
by main-rames hanging on walls. 


Comparing today’s computers with 
those of 1976 is like comparing 
modern cars with the horse and cart, 
however, no matter how great the 


let alone a Disk Drive. transformation has been, the interest 
is still as strong. 

Can you image a 10 inch by 5 inch} @®d O° ®@ 
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S YNA P SE COMP U TE. Ai S *The Amiga Specialist’ 


190 Riding Road 
Hawthorne Qid 4171 


News: 


NEW AMIGA’s are 


P.O. Box 41 
Bulimba Qlid 4171 


available 


CeCe this month - Please call for the latest news!!! 





Hard Drives 


Seagate 1.3Gb IDE 3.5" $429 
Seagate 40Mb IDE 2.5" $50 


For the best prices & advice 
on New or Used Hard Drives 
for ANY Amiga, Call Now!!! 


(We'll attempt to beat any quote! 
Trade-ins welcome... Just Ask!!) 


lomega ZIP Disks/Blanks 


ZIP Disk 100Mbx1 = $? 
ZIP Disk 100Mbx3 ~~ $? 
ZIP Disk 100Mbx10 $7? 


Had a better quote? Weill beat it! 


MegaMedia 3.5" DSDD_ $7 
Blue Ribbon 3.5"DSHD $7 


2nd Hand 3.5" Blank Disks 50c 
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GAMES: Amiga (* - AGA) 





*GLOOM $65 
*FEARS $65 
“Lords of the Realm $65 
*Pinbail lilusions $65 
*BloodNet $65 
*The Lion King (Disney) $65 
Shadow Fighter $65 
Super Street Fighter II $75 
Super SkidMarks $50 
Cannon Fodder 2 $65 
DUNE II $45 


2nd hand orig. Games $5 - $25 






Come and browse through over 
150 different games IN STOCK! 





After a specific title? Just Ask! 


GVP PhonePak 
Voice Mail, Fax + Much More... 
One Only at this price: $489 
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Amiga 1200 Products 


MBX-1200 RAM Card /0k $99 


DKB Cobra 28Mhz $239 
DKB Cobra 40Mhz $339 
-~DKB Mongoose 50Mhz $639 
_ RAM SIMM 8Mb 72-Pin $399 













Other Bits & Pieces 


SX-1 CD-32 Expansion $395 
A2000 RAM Card 2/8Mb $299 
Tabby Graphics Tablet $149 
External Drive 3.5" Used $70 
Disk Expander Software $49 
Amiga Mice * $30 - $70 
Amiga Joysticks $25 - $49 
Mouse/Joystick Switch $35 
A1200 2.5"-3.5" IDE HD Kit $35 
ParNET Cable/Software $25 
NULL-Modem Cable $20 
Parallel Printer Cable $10 
Serial Cable RS232 $10 












WANTED - Can you help? 







In good working condition, we'll 
pay CASH for the following: 


Amiga 1200's, 3000’s, 4000's 
Amiga CD-32 Systems 

SX-1 CD-32 Expansions 
1940/1942 MultiSync Monitors 
External 3.5" Floppy Drives 
RAM Chips: DRAMs, SIMMs... 


Graphic/Sound Hardware 


$399 
$495 


SCALA MM400 

VIDI Amiga 24 RT Pro 
VIDI Amiga 24 RT $345 
VIDI Amiga 12 . $150 
BRILLIANCE V2.0 Used $70 


MIDI Interface/PassThru 
Sound Enhancer 
(Ask for a demonstration!) 


$65 
$55 


Call for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 3899-0980 
After-Hours...Mobile: (018) 98-1679 


TRADING HOURS: 


Mon - Fri 
Saturday 


9am - 11am & 12pm - 6pm 
9am - 11am & 12pm - 5pm 


Other times available by appointment! 
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If for any reason your not happy with our service or prices, help us to help you - Tell Us! 
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CASH, C.O.D., b 
Credit Cards 





morm(G'5) 
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Lightning Strike 


We are all aware of the damage that 
a power serge may have, on our poor 
unsuspecting computers. Yes the 
potential damage is evident but the 
question remains where will it come 
from. I had only recently acquired a 
modem, when disaster struck. 





In the first week of November 1995, 
like many others in Brisbane, I sat 
down to watch the spectacular 
lightning storms with which we were 
plagued. I had the good sense to pull 
out all my computer equipment 
before the storm struck, 

however did not disconnect my 
modem from the phone line. The 
next morning I found that my 
A1200, Mongoose 50 mHz 
accelerator and modem were no 


MOTre. 


Fortunately I was insured, and my 
computer was covered under the 
Tempest clause, as Lightning Strike 
was the cause of the damage. Well I 
was insured with Colonial Mutual. . . 
sound safe enough? Colonial mutual 
I found have no offices in Brisbane 
and consequently everything goes 
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through Melbourne. They assured 


me that despite this it would only 
take ten days to finalise, as I had 
obtained three assessments / quotes 
from Amiga repairers stating that the 
system was beyond repair. 


Some six weeks later I had approval 
to purchase a new A1200 and 
accessories but not before numerous 
abusive phone calls to Melbourne 
and their appointed Brisbane loss 
adjusters and another two 
assessments by their computer 
experts who did not even know the 
reboot keys for the Amiga and who 
after looking at the A1200, had some 
difficulty in understanding that the 
keyboard was the computer and that 
there was no external component 
box. 


The morale of the story. . . check 
who you are insured with, what your 
computer is covered for, and how 
long before replacement is likely in 
the event of a disaster. Not only this, 
but if you have a modem, do 
yourself a favour and purchase a line 
protector. You can get a good gas 
arrestor from Tandy’s for $39.95, 
which protects both your phone line 
and power point from surges and 
lightning strike. Either that or 
disconnect everything and don’t 
forget the modem, I learnt the hard 
way. 

David O’Dowd 

@d0°@O@ 
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Greetings for the New Year 


I am not allowed to write any more 
non-technical frivolous articles for 
the Cursor, such as my Amos article. 


My Amos program generated nine 
replies, (additions, suggestions, and 
death threats). 


Thanks to Tony Grey of Narrabri 
(NSW) for his additions. Tony is not 
a Club Member, however it shows 
how far a field our Cursor is spread. 


The funny thing is Amos has 
brought into the Club three new 
members recently, totally unrelated 
to my program, probably just as well 
they didn’t see it before joining. 


Membership has now increased to 
70. Some new, and some renewals 
who have purchased new machines 


(1200’s). 


Some purchases have come from 
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mail order interstate. A bit of a dicey 
operation considering warranty 
repairs and return freight. Myself, 
unless the saving on the purchase 
price was considerable or the local 
Amiga agent was unsatisfactory, I 
would recommend purchasing 
locally. 


Wanted 

Manuals and programs wanted by 
Club Members:- 

DOS 1.3 , 2.0. 3.0+ 

Amos Creator to Easy Amos & 
Amos Professional 

ARexx 

Deluxe Paint & Deluxe Music 
DOpus (all pedigrees) 


Being mean by nature I decided not 
to give/sell Manuals to any Member 
who does not own a original Copy of 
each program unless the Member 
can either quote a very sad story or 
offers me 2 sheep stations. 


Be realistic in the prices you want 
for the manuals or software. Amos 
the Creator may have cost you and 
myself $99.50 5 years ago but if you 
have no use for it now, it will only 
become worthless in a few years. 


With the arrival of Zip and 
humungeous hard drives, I have had 
2 requests to sell and 2 to buy used 
double density 3 1/2 disks (1 
member had 4000 disks for sale 
made up of Fish 1-1000, Palette, 
Megadisc and others. I don’t know 
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exactly how many were sold but the 
sale price was 0.25 cents each. If any 
new member with one of the older 
machines wants a bargain with 
enough programs to either cause a 
divorce or send him/her to the funny 
farm, please give me a ring. 


It is probably just as well to repeat a 
note I placed in the Cursor last year 
in respect to receipts for Club 
Member’s renewals etc. I hate giving 
Australia Post 0.45c for postage, so I 
don’t post back to Members receipts 
unless asked for. 


I have 4 membership cards and 
renewal receipts. If I don’t hear or 
see the owners in the near future I 
will post them back. 


Receipt numbers will be on the right 
hand side of the address label of the 
Cursor for those who have paid me 
money. 


Also appearing now and then will be 
a figure such as "9/96" this will be 
the date of your last Cursor. None of 
the above is totally correct, it is all 
really a easier way to add to the 
Cursor Editor’s unnumbered Swiss 


Bank account. 


Our " change of name Census 
resulted in:- 


6 for & 1 against (member suggested 
we wait a while). 
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Thanks also to those Members who 
answered my request for details on 
what they " do with their machines ". 
All the replies came from Country 
Members who rarely, if ever, attend 
any of our Meetings. 


I made the mistake in my original 
request in not specifying that it 
would be easier to put the letters in 
the Cursor if I received the articles 
on disk. 


Any Member, who wrote to me 
wishes to have their say in the 
Cursor, please send me a disk with 
their article on it. 


I will endeavor to return your disk 
by post filled with IFF pictures, 
Amos programs, sound samples, 
fonts, icons or indeed anything that 
you would like if it is possible, 
barring Commercial programs. 


One request was for a DOpus5 setup. 
After several 2 way exchanges I 
adopted several bits into my DOpus 
setup and my co-conspirator uses 
part of mine. If any member would 
like this I would point out my setup 
is:- ECS, DOS 3.1, interlaced 2000 
with icons and fonts to match. 


I consider the original DOpus icons 
are garish and horrible. 


Bey Beayon 


@d0°@ 
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C bere form 060 





Accellerator — 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

A replacement CPU module for the 
A4000, providing a 50MHz 68060 
and a four slot memory board to take 


4MB, 8MB, 16MB and 32MB 
SIMMs, in any combination. 


COMPANY INFORMATION: 
Phase 5 Digital Products 
Address: Inder Au 27 

61440 Oberursel 

Germany 
Telephone: (06171) 58 37 87 
FAX: (06171) 58 37 89 
BBS: (06171) 58 37 90 


LIST PRICE: 
849.00 UK Pounds 


SPECIAL HARDWARE AND 
SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS: 
Officially this module is for the 
desktop A4000 only, but there have 
been reports that it can be made to fit 
in the A3000 and A4000T. I 
personally can’t vouch for this. 


MACHINE USED FOR TESTING: 
A4000 - originally fitted with a 
25MHz 68EC030/68882 module 
2MB Chip RAM, 16MB Expansion 
RAM Kickstart 3.0, Workbench 3.0 
124MB Seagate IDE Hard Drive 
410MB Samsung IDE Hard Drive 
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INSTALLATION: 

Ouch! This is NOT, repeat NOT, an 
easy piece of hardware to fit. I’m not 
going to give a step-by-step walk- 
through of how to fit it, because: 

a) the documentation provided with 
the module does it rather well, and 

b) if you really need a step-by-step 
guide, then you’d be better off 
getting your dealer to fit the thing for 
you. I’m warning you, this is a right 
pain in the backside to fit. 


Assuming you want to do it yourself, 
I’ll just point out firstly what the 
overall installation is like, and also 
where I think the documentation 
could be improved a little. 


Fitting a CPU module to the A4000 
is about the hardest upgrade you can 
do to the machine, short of replacing 
the motherboard. What makes it 
harder is that the Cyberstorm is not a 
single daughterboard, but consists of 
a carrier board, roughly the same 
size as the original CPU board, a 
memory board and the all important 
CPU board. Fitting the carrier board 
is quite easy, as is the memory 
board. However, the CPU board is 
the most frightening piece of the 
installation, since in order to get it 
sitting correctly on its mounting 
clips, you have to apply quite a bit of 
pressure to the board, and since in 
doing so you are also applying 
pressure to the carrier board, this 
flexes alarmingly. Also complicating 


Continued on page 25 
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This page is available for Club Members private 
advertisements of computer hardware or original 
software. Advertising here is FREE. 






FOR SALE WANTED 
760 meg Micropolis SCSI 
HardDrive ............ $370 neg. PCMCIA Card 
320 meg C.D.C. SCSI (2mb ram) 
HardDrive ........... $220 neg. for A600/A1200 
Brendan Pratt Contact Doug Sorensen 
Ph. (075) 463-317 PH. (07) 3282-7170 


WANTED 
Games for A1000 machine (512k memory) 
Rick Dangerous 1 Rick Dangerous 2 


Magic Pockets Zak MckKracken 

The NZ Story Space Crusade 

Ghostbusters or any other games for a 512k A1000 
Russell Kelly Ph. (07) 3343-6978 (A/H) 
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Cyberstorm 060 continued from page 23 


the issue is that you are made 
painfully (literally) aware of the 
sharp edges/points on the rear of the 
Zorro backplane. One small slip of 
the fingers and you may end up with 
a shredded hand. 


So, how can you make it easier on 
yourself? 


1. The manual recommends 
removing the rear drive bay, but says 
nothing about the front bay. Indeed, 
all the photos in the manual show the 
front bay in place. I’d recommend 
removing it, since it gives you more 
space to maneuver. 


2. The problem described above with 
the carrier board flexing is due to the 
stiffness of the clips on the spacer 
legs used to hold the CPU card in 
place on the carrier board. A way to 
ease the problem is to file the edges 
of the clips slightly, to reduce the 
width ever so slightly, making it 
easier to get the clips in place. Don’t 
overdo it though, otherwise there’ ll 
be no point in having the clips at all! 
Aside from those two points, just 
follow the manual and you should be 
fine. 


REVIEW: 

I’ll start by saying that the pain of 
the installation was easily worth it, 
because having the fastest CPU in 
the 68000 family sitting inside my 
Amiga makes me VERY happy. 
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If you are in any way interested in 
processor intensive work, like image 
processing, 3D rendering, document 
processing or 3D games (!), you 
should really consider the 68060 as a 
serious upgrade option. This is 
especially true if, like me, your 
A4000 is currently powered by a 
68030. 


For 4000/040 owners the choice may 
not be quite so clear, since they have 
the option of buying a bare 
Cyberstorm 040 and using their 
existing 68040 on that. Although a 
25MHz 68040 is roughly half as fast 
as a SOMHz 68060, the extra cost of 
the 060 card over the 040 version 
may be more important. For 68030 
owners though, the small extra cost 
between a 68040 card and the 
Cyberstorm 060 is easily offset by 
the extra speed gain. 


The hardware itself looks very well 
made, and all fits together firmly. I 
guess the only thing I could 
complain about is the decidedly 
cheap method of isolating the RAM 
module from the Zorro backplane. 
You might think that Phase 5 would 
have fitted the module with an 
insulated cover but no, they instead 
provide a sheet of cardboard for you 
to bend into shape and position 
between the memory module and 
backplane. Whilst this is effective, it 
seems sO amateurish when you 
consider the quality (and cost) of the 
hardware. 
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As for the software, what you get is 
as follows: 


68040. library 

68060.library - some more additions 
to your LIBS: directory. 

CPU060 - a replacement for the 
Shell CPU command. 
CyberPatcher - patches some 
programs that use floating point 
operations not handled by the 
onboard FPU, to speed things up. 
CyberSnooper - reports any use of a 
floating point instruction that has to 
be emulated by the CPU. Useful for 
software developers. 

CyberGuard - an Enforcer clone, 
specifically for the 68060. You’ll 
still need Enforcer for its 
documentation. 

BarFly - Shareware version of the 
BarFly assembler/debugger utility. 
Would have been nice to have got 
the registered version, but we can’t 
have everything. 


So, the big question is, just how 
much faster is everything??? 


This is not an easy question to 
answer, simply because any speed 
increase is highly dependent on the 
rest of the system. What I’ve done is 
time a few operations carried out 
using popular utilities, both with the 
25MHz 68030/882 combination and 
with the 5SOMHz 68060. The 68030 
time/rating is shown first. Here goes! 


The notation "XmYs" means "X 
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minutes, Y seconds". So "6m10s" 
means "6 minutes 10 seconds." 


Final Writer 4: 

Printing a large EPS image at 
360*360dpi to a Preferences printer: 
6m10s / 1m49s 


Post 1.86enh: 

Printing the same image as above, at 
360*360dpi to the same printer: 
1m57s /Om19s 


AMOS 3D: 
A starfield plotting program 
4.2 frames per second / 24.5 frames 


per second 


AMOS Professional: 
A map generator - time to create one 
map. 1m07s/Om09s 


ImageFX 1.52.1346 (CUAmiga 
coverdisk version): All tests carried 
out on a 640*512 24 bit buffer. 

5*5 convolve 1m16s /Om06s 

90 degree rotate 16s /2s 

Save as Q85 JPEG to RAM: 18s/ 2s 


Load resultant JPEG from RAM: 
10s / 2s 


Brilliance 2 - Registered version 

To load a 640*512 HAM-8 image 
and convert to 256 colours. | 
2m42s /Om27s 
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To perform a full screen negative on 
the resultant image. 17s /7s 


Imagine 2. To render a particular 
scene at 80*64, 24 bit Trace mode. 
4m47s /O0m30s 


LhA 1.38 Compress entire Sys: 
partition to RAM: 6m50s/ 1m45s 


Test resultant archivelm21is /O0m32s 


A bit of simple maths shows a range 
of speed increases from the 2.4 mark 
(Brilliance 2 negative) up to 12.6 
(ImageFX convolve).It can be 
concluded then that, from the raw 
processor speed point of view, an 
A4000/060 is 12 times faster than a 
standard A4000/030. However, the 
rest of the A4000 has not been 
accelerated by this factor, leading to 
the apparently disappointing results 
from, say, Brilliance. Given that 
Brilliance relies heavily on the 
graphics hardware, and was 
designed to be as fast as possible on 
a low-end Amiga, it is no surprise 
that the bottleneck here is the AGA 
hardware rather than the processor. 
Similarly, the various loading/saving 
tests show that the 060 can be kept 
waiting for the slow IDE hard drives. 
Maybe my next upgrade will be the 
CyberSCSI module and a nice fast 
SCSI drive to go with it.. 


As far as compatibility goes, in the 
short time I’ve been using the 060 
I’ve yet to find a program that 
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cannot be persuaded to work. 
Certainly all the serious utils I use 
regularly work just fine, as do my 
current set of regularly played 
games. Aside from one case where 
I’m required to boot without running 
SetPatch, the worst degrading that’s 
been found necessary is to turn off 
the 060 data cache, which is easily 
done using the provided CPU060 
utility. 


Put it this way, if a program works 
on a standard A4000 it’s a miracle, 
so getting it to work on an 
A4000/060 is a relatively simple 
task. (Nothing against the A4000, 
just the programmers who assume 
that the A1200 is the only AGA 
machine there is, forgetting that the 
A4000 does some things ever so 
slightly differently). 


DOCUMENTATION: 

A 32 page bilingual 
(German/English) A4 manual, with 
lots of clear pictures of the 
installation process, and diagrams 
showing the location and settings for 
all the jumpers. I like the photos 
showing each step of the installation, 
just to make things absolutely clear, 
and the clear instructions on jumper 
settings. However, I’ve read the 
section on fitting SIMMs to the 
memory module a few times, and I 
am sure that the description of the 
SIMM orientation is wrong, 
although the accompanying photo is 
correct. 
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On-disk documentation is provided 
for most of the software, though as I 
mentioned earlier, you’ll need to get 
hold of the original Enforcer 
documentation if you want to use 
CyberGuard, since the supplied docs 
only cover the (minimal) differences 
between the two. Unfortunately no 
documentation is provided for 
CPU060, which is a shame since I’m 
not 100% sure what all the different 
CPU options mean/do - sure, I know 
what a data cache is, and I can have 
a good guess as to the function of the 
branch prediction cache, but what 
the heck is AllocateOperand 
mode??? Some information on the 
68060 would therefore have been 
appreciated. 


LIKES: 

It’s the fastest accelerator for the 
Amiga, it’s nicely made and it comes 
in arather mean and sinister looking 
black box :-) 


DISLIKES AND SUGGESTIONS: 
The cardboard insulator for the 
Zorro backplane is out of.place in 
such a high profile product, and 
really should be replaced with a 
properly applied insulation layer on 
the memory module. 


Perhaps we should have been given 
the registered version of BarFly, or a 
reduced registration fee. 


The manual section detailing the 
fitting of SIMMs to the memory 
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module could de with being re- 
written (or perhaps re-translating, it 
may be that something was 
lost/altered from the original 
German version). 


There needs to be some 
documentation about the 68060 
itself, detailing what all the caches 
etc. do, and possibly some examples 
of when you should turn options on 
and off to maintain backward 
compatibility. 


COMPARISON TO OTHER 
SIMILAR PRODUCTS: 
Compared to the 68030/882, the 
68060 screams along. You want raw 
CPU muscle, you got it! 


BUGS: 
Just the bugs in the manual. 


VENDOR SUPPORT: 
Unknown. 


WARRANTY: 

"Phase 5 Digital Products provides 
the REGISTERED USER of this 
Cyberstorm Accelerator with a 12 
month parts and labour guarantee, 
commencing on the date of 
purchase. During the period of the 
guarantee we will remedy all defects 
either by exchange or repair, at our 
discretion, which are due to material 
or manufacturers defects. Execution 
of the rights under this guarantee in 
no way affects the period of the 
guarantee." 
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CONCLUSIONS: 

Because of the few minor quibbles I 
have, I can’t give the Cyberstorm 
060 a 5/5, but I will give it a 
4.99999/5 

If you need the fastest 68000 based 
Amiga, you need the Cyberstorm, 
it’s as simple as that. 


Finally, given the quality of Phase 5 
products, I’m more than happy to see 
them working so closely with Amiga 
Technologies on new Amiga 
hardware. It can only be good for the 
Amigas future. 


Review text Copyright 1995 Chris 
Coulson @GO?@ 


‘Atha é 


Technologies 
41200 

Well havin obtained a new A1200 

produced by Amiga Technologies 

and a new Mongoose Accelerator 


board, what could possibly go 
wrong? 





Well guess what? I quickly found 
out that the new A1200s are not 
compatible with Mongoose 
Accelerator boards. To start with it 
is almost impossible to get them to 
fit in the machine in the first place, 
with the larger Panasonic disk drives 
with which they are fitted. When 
you do get them in, if you can, don’t 
expect the computer to run for more 
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than 30 or 40 minutes before a 
mystery reset. 


Peripheral world ( the importers for 
the DKB boards ) I have heard from 
sources, are working on a patch disk 
for the Mongoose boards, as DKB 
are taking responsibility for the 
problems and not Amiga 
Technologies. I have also heard that 
the Cobra 40 mHz are also having 
problems in the new A1200, but 
cannot confirm this from first hand 
experience. Amiga Technology 
technicians are reported to favour the 
Blizzard boards as being a 
technically superior product and 
slightly cheaper depending where 
you go. 


So what else do you get with the new 
A1200s. You get a jazzy black 
power supply with the old 
Commodore Logo prominently 
displayed, and an Australian made 
plug whacked on the end. I have 
heard that the black power supplies 
came with some of the last released 
A1200s made by the old 
Commodore or from the CD32s. 


No logo appears on the new A1200, 
just a sticker that aptly says AMIGA 
A 1200. 


The case is exactly the same as the 
old A1200s and close internal 
inspection reveals that they are 
indeed the old cases. The cases have 
what appears to be crosshatched 
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scratches at the inside back of the 
upper casing, which were also in the 
old Commodore A1200s. 


You do get the Amiga DOS 3.1 
ROM set, and the software package. 
Most of the software is scaled down 
/ partly disabled versions of the 
commercial versions, and offer the 
opportunity to upgrade to the full 
program for an undisclosed sum. 
The 170 meg HD 1s actually a 210 
meg drive with approx 170 meg free 
with most of the software pre- 
installed. Well pre-installed to a 
degree. Many of the titles you have 
to install from the enclosed disks 
anyway, so why bother. 


Don’t expect to get the Scala 
MM300 disks or instruction manual 
either because you will be 
disappointed. The Scala MM300 
software is on the hard drive ina 
compressed form. No disks or 
manual in the box. You get your 
system partition (approx 10 meg), 
and the remaining is the work 
partition. So you have to backup the 
Scala software fully before you can 
re partition or just back up purposes 
anyway (no originals to fall back 
on). It'll take about 17 disks to back- 
up the compressed version. 


In terms of the two games "Whizz" 
and "Pinball Mania". Perhaps the 
less said the better. Whizz I don’t 
find rates a mention, but then that 1s 
just my opinion. However I love 
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Pinball machines and games and 
very happily progressed with 
increasing enthusiasm from Pinball 
Dreams to Pinball Fantasy’s and 
finally to Pinball Illusions ( all 
produced by the boys from 21st 
Century Software ). These clever 
lads never disappointed me, going 
from strength to strength with 
quantum leaps in their product with 
each new release. 


I was sad to hear that they intended 
to end the series with Illusions, and 
was filled with excitement when I 
heard the news that they were 
working on a fourth in the series 
called Pinball Mania. Pinball 
Depression may have been a more 
appropriate title, for this sluggish 
and repulsive piece of software 
(again only in my opinion). The 
response time from when you hit the 
flipper to when the flipper moves is 
far from instantaneous making it 
ridiculous to play, additionally the 
flippers are under powered making it 
an epic struggle just to get the ball 
more than half way up the table. 


Illusions had an additional feature in 
that the table could be nudged from 
three directions for greater ball 
control; this feature has vanished in 
Mania (depression), allowing only 
one directional table slamming. This 
latest Pinball simulator is a definite 
step backwards and now I wish they 
had stopped after Illusions. 

David O’Dowd ®cd ©? ®@ 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

This is volume 3 of Germany‘s most 
popular Amiga CD-ROM. It is a 
collection of installed software, 
enriched with lots of search 
facilities. 


AUTHOR INFORMATION: 
Compilation License: 
Angela Schmidt, 
Germany 


Neu-Ulm, 


LIST PRICE: 


Suggested retail price is DM 14.95, 
US$12 


HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
REQUIREMENTS: 
HARDWARE: 


Amiga-computer equipped with a 
CD-ROM drive. 

512KB RAM is required. 2MB 
RAM (or more) are recommended. 


A CD-ROM filesystem with 
RockRidge extensions is 
recommended. 


SOFTWARE: 
None. 


MACHINE USED FOR 
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TESTING: 

Amiga 3000, 2 MB Chip RAM, 12 
MB Fast RAM 

|| Apple CD300 CD-ROM drive 
several hard drives 

pee rence Sil 

AmiCDROM 1.15 


INSTALLATION: 

The installation uses the standard 
Installer, which is easy to use and 
highly configurable. During the 
installation, you can restore the 
original AmigaDOS file permissions 
of the files on the CD-ROM. You 
can configure your favorite 
viewers/players instead of the 
standard viewers. If this is not 
enough for you, you can use CD- 
Write (a special version is included) 
to "overwrite" configuration files or 
tooltypes on the CD-ROM. 


[NOTE: For people who are not 
familiar with CD-Write, it is a 
software product that simulates the 
ability to write to a CD-ROM, 
invisibly using a section of your hard 
drive..It does not actually write to 
the CD- ROM disc -- that is 
impossible. ] 


CONTENTS: 

The CD-ROM includes 650MB of 
software. It is a collection of many 
programs, already installed to run 
directly from the CD. You get 
various facilities to browse through 
this software collection. On the one ~ 
hand, there is an AmigaGuide-style 
search interface. On the other hand, 
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the program "FindPearls" can be 
used to find software on the CD. But 
FindPearls is not only a search tool 
for software hunting; it gives you the 
opportunity to start the desired 
program, to start a filebrowser by 
pointing on its directory, and so on. 
You want to search more? Then use 
"FindText." This tool allows you to 
search through ALL documents on 
this CD with amazing speed. 


But what’s about the software on the 
CD itself? There are various kinds of 
software with lots of topics. Apart 
from the texts already mentioned, 
there is a large collection of FAQs 
(60MB) and other texts. Lots of 
these texts are available in HTML 
format, too. Very interesting (for 
German users) is a collection of laws 
in AmigaGuide format. 


PasTeX 1.4, the TeX package for the 
Amiga, previously unpublished on a 
CD-ROM, fills up 96 MB. You can 
use it (as all the other software on 
this CD) directly from the CD. The 
hard disk installation won’t work, 
but you can correct this easily by 
using CD-Write. 


Programmers get a lot of stuff in the 
drawers "debug" and "dev," and not 
only tools -- a complete compiler for 
Amiga E is also included. Do you 
ever want to know what patches are 
applied to your OS? Now use the 
"kiskometer". This shows every call 
of SetFunction(). Build your 
personal charts of "patchers"! 
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If you are interested in movies, the 
"InternetMovieDatabase" gives you 
information about films, actors, 
stories etc. This is an Internet-based 
project with over 57000 films and 
470000 links. I think, almost every 
little actor is included in this 
database. Want information about 
Franz Rampelmann (German actor)? 
Here you get it. 


If you want to do networking, there 
are several programs in the drawers 
"tcp" and "comm." AMosaic is 
included in version 2. But as 
mentioned before, you can use CD- 
Write to prevent it from crashing by 
raising the stack in its tooltypes to 
35000. A full-working demo version 
of the TCP/IP stack AmiTCP4.0 is 
included. 


That’s not all: there is much more 
software. To mention it all, I’d have 
to write a_very_ long text full of 
honors. 


COMPARISON TO OTHER 
PRODUCTS: 

It is not very easy to compare this 
CD with others. In contrast to the 
Aminet CDs, the MeetingPearls isn’t 
a simple backup of an Internet 
archive, enriched with a simple 
search-tool. 


COPYRIGHT NOTICE: 

Copyright 1995 Christian 

Gottschling. All rights reserved. 
@sOo°®@ 
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___)| Francisco Bay Area. I do not know 


the list price. 


SPECIAL HARDWARE AND 


SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS: 


= || HARDWARE 





BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
This is a cheap, one gigabyte SCSI-2 
hard drive (formatted capacity 1015 
MB) with 9 ms access speed, 512 
KB of RAM cache, and 5400 rpm 
disk speed. 


COMPANY INFORMATION: 
Name: Conner 
Address: 3081 Zanker Road 
San Jose, 
California 95134 USA 


Telephone: (408) 456-4500 
(800) 4-CONNER 
(1-800-426-6637) 


FAX: (408) 456-4903 
(West Coast USA) 
(407) 262-4755 
(East Coast USA) 

BBS: (408) 456-4415 


Web:http://www.conner.com 


LIST PRICE: 

I bought this drive for $198 (US) 
plus tax from a large 
electronics chain in the San 
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A computer with a SCSI interface. 


SOFTWARE 
None. 


MACHINE USED FOR 
TESTING: 

Amiga 3000, 2 MB chip RAM, 12 
MB fast RAM. 

Quantum LP540S internal hard 
drive. 

Toshiba XM3601B internal CD- 
ROM drive in an external case. 
Western Digital WD33C39- 
04PROTO SCSI chip. 

AmigaDOS 3.1 


INSTALLATION: 

NOTE: If you are not comfortable 
opening up your Amiga, then you 
should have the work done by an 
authorized Amiga service center Or 
at least a professional. 


Opening your Amiga yourself may 
void your warranty, and careless 
work may even damage the machine. 


This is an internal SCSI hard drive, 
and thus requires the usual steps of 
installing such devices. 


Open up the machine, locate a free 
3.5" drive bay, install the drive there, 
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plug in the SCSI and power cables, 
and check the termination. SCSI 
requires that the LAST drive on the 
internal cable is terminated, and the 
others are not. 


Similarly, if you have external 
devices, the LAST of those should 
be terminated. Termination causes a 
lot of problems to many people 
installing SCSI devices, so make 
sure you get it night. 


REVIEW: 

I bought this drive for its price, 
expecting no great performance from 
it (although Conner lists is as a drive 
in the Performance series, probably 
because it is a SCSI-2 drive). 


_ I was, in fact, somewhat surprised 
with the performance achieved. 


In the A3000 SCSI bus, which, 
while being a very good 
implementation for its age, still is an 
old bus and can only reach up to 
about 4MB/s, this drive showed a 
raw SCSI performance of nearly 
that, leading me to suspect that it in 
fact does max out my SCSI bus. 


In FFS speed tests, I got a I1MB/s 
throughput on a 32 KB buffer, and 
up to 3.5MB/s when utilising the 
cache fully. Using huge transfer 
sizes to overflow the buffers of the 


While not a speed demon compared 
to the high performance audio/video 
disks with 4-6 MB/s sustained 
transfer rate, this was by no account 
a bad result for a cheap drive like 
this. 


This drive supports synchronous 
transfers. 


The drive, like Conners in general, is 
quite noisy. Whereas the step motor 
of the Quantum produces a silent 
click, the Conner can be heard from 
a distance when it is accessing. This 
may or may not bother you. 


I wouldn’t recommend having a 
machine with this drive doing 
something in the same room while 
you are trying to sleep. 


I would say this drive is a very good 
buy for the older machines, which 
won’t be able to take full advantage 
of the faster drives anyway. 


If you need some cheap fixed 
storage and the loud clicking of a 
Conner drive doesn’t bother you, 
consider this drive. 


If you own a 40 MHz 040 or even 
060 Amiga with an extremely fast 
SCSI-2 interface, you might want to 
consider a 7200 rpm drive instead. 


drive, I measured a 2.2 MB/s |COPYRIGHT: 
maximum sustained speed. Copyright 1995 Osma Ahvenlampi. 
@dso?@ 
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Please submit articles on disk in 
ASCII format (if possible) and post 
them to: 











Mike Williams 
32 Bulwama St 
Shailer Park Qid 4128 
or upload to: 
The Cursor Editor 
CCUGQ BBS 
(07) 3300-6357 or (07) 3805-5928 


AMIGA PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS 


Our extensive range of over 2000 Amiga P.D. disks is available at: 
1. Our Workshop Meeting 
2. Our Main Meeting 
3. By Mail 
4. On our two BBSs (a selection). 
Disks can be purchased at both of our Meetings for $2 each. 
Requests for disks by Mail should be directed to The Secretary, 
enclosing a cheque/money order payable to C.C.U.G.Q. 


Cost is $2 per disk plus $3 postage for each 6 disks or part thereof. 
P.D. Librarians are Ron and Warren Blake Phone (07) 3287-1790. 


MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL FEES 


Ordinary Membership ........... edhe $40 
Pensioner Membership.........sccccssssccesess $30 
Country Membership..........cccccssscesssees $30 


Library Administration Fee.........2:.. $10 


q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! Copying of P.D. disks by Club Members at our Workshops is free. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(Required for access to Commercial, 





| 
: Public Domain and Magazine Libraries) 
| 


Commodore-Amiga Computer | ORar Group Ord. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 






INAIIOIS 0.5." Me fee: 2 Sis PR eee uk ee ee Oe ee hee ee. f 

PAMCIOSS Sia nica sg isis, 5h ws Sawed y pry Pepe ogee fas phe, ee Sw SEL ct & OK Ec Se < 

Soe See See ee eR ee ee me el ee oe Postcode:.------.- 

Phone (Home):.-------------.-.- AGE) Gs © 6 © were 62 8.= ee oh 
Business Name (if applicable) :. - ~~ 2. 2.2 2 2 ttt tt ee eee eee. 
Type of Computerts)s) isk ab svt note lars a: & on ameter ol ete 
Printer MakelModel:.-.-----.-.2-.2.2.2. 22... Le te ttt eee 
Modem MakelMotlel's: oo. Ss ow ens SoS mk eo ee ee SES eee. | 
Other Equipment). £74 2525.5 ovis of i ka ret O88 CES an we ke ww alee Ou | 
Computer Knowledge (Languages/Technical etc): . . ......-.---------- | 
Area of Computer Interest:. . . .. 2... 2.2... tw te ee ee eee | 
7 
Please find enclosed Cheque / Money Orderfor$ = | 
Payable to C.C.U.G.Q. Inc. | 
| 
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